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New Hampshire’s Goose, Goose, Duck, Duck Seasons
New Hampshire waterfowl hunters are about to enter the fall goose and duck hunting seasons that will last for four months. That’s right; if you are a waterfowl hunter you get the longest period to ply your sport this fall. That’s because there are two distinct goose season and at least two distinct duck seasons; more if you care to count the split duck season.

Let’s start off with your goose hunting prospects this fall. Well not really, this fall, because the special “resident goose” season actually will start September 2nd which is technically still summer. New Hampshire Fish and Game Department’s waterfowl biologist, Ed Robinson, is predicting another great goose season for those hunters prepared for the early resident goose season. This special season was started about a decade ago in New Hampshire to help control the burgeoning resident goose population which swept into the state from Massachusetts in the early 1990’s.
Since 1990 the resident goose population has swelled from a few hundred to a population, Ed is predicting, of about 32,000. Since 1991 Ed and his “goose crew” have rounded up flightless geese during their ten-day molt in late June and banded scores of them. In fact another 587 geese were captured in June of 2003 bringing the total banded to 6,301 since 1991. This does not even count the number of recaptured geese. This year there were 165 recaptures as well as 422 geese with shinny new leg bands. Some of the recaptures were captured for the first time over a decade ago! 
There’s a good reason why some of these geese live so long. They’re city-slicker geese. They simply have learned to live in the cities or suburbs where hunting and predators are not part of their life. Most of them spend the entire year, if not their entire lives in “the burbs”. Hillsboro County, with by far the highest human population, also has the highest goose numbers. In fact 3,110 or 51 percent of the 6,301 geese banded were captured in Hillsboro County. Other top counties include Cheshire-790, Rockingham-753, and Coos-700. However some numbers of geese are banded in each county nearly every year. These resident geese are everywhere it seems.
Ed also noted the brood size of the geese captured during the “goose round-up week”. He reports for the third year in a row the brood count was high at 5.3, despite the seemingly gloomy wet spring. Ed reports, data from past years indicate that hunters are taking between 1,500 and 2,000 of the resident geese in September.
This years’ season is slated to run statewide from September 2nd to September 25th with a daily bag limit of 3 geese. If you haven’t been a waterfowl hunter for a while, here’s a reminder. You will need a federal and state waterfowl stamp as well as a requirement to register in the federal Harvest Information Program (HIP). New Hampshire hunters will use a toll-free number, 1-800-WETLAND, (800-938-52630), to obtain a HIP Validation Number.
The “second” goose season will start in early October and will run pretty much concurrent with the regular duck season. The fall goose and duck seasons will not be declared until after a public hearing in August. Usually goose hunters can hunt from early October until late December somewhere in the state. The late season is especially attractive to sneak boat hunters down on Great Bay. This inland sea has hosted a separate migratory flock of Canada Geese that settle here for the winter as they have for generations of hunters.

New Hampshire’s “early-bird” duck season can be found along the coast too. In fact that’s the only place where sea duck hunting is allowed.  Giant eider ducks as well as scoters and oldsquaw ducks will be congregating along the coast. There can be good sea duck hunting early as well. In fact this season starts September 15th and will run until December 30, 2003. A liberal daily bag limit of 7 ducks is allowed with no more than 4 of any one species. This is a great way to get a jump on your duck season. These ducks normally fly cruise-missile style just above the water and flash by your decoys in seconds
New Hampshire’s other duck season is the long fall “regular” duck season. Although the specific dates have not been set pending a public hearing in August, this season usually runs from early October to late December or even into January some years. This season is actually split into “inland” and “coastal” seasons with separate opening days and length.

New Hampshire waterfowl hunters have it all including; liberal seasons and bag limits, countless places to hunt waterfowl with beaver ponds seemingly riveting the state together, as well as free and open access to places to hunt all over the state. RIGHT NOW are the good old days for New Hampshire waterfowl hunters. Why not take a kid hunting this fall. Don’t forget Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days are Saturday and Sunday September 27 and 28!
